
ILLINOIS ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY MEMORANDUM

DATE: September 22, 1981; November 19, 1981

JQ. Field Operations Section & Records Unit/DWPC

FROM" Timothy R. Kluge, Region V Springfield, FOS/DWPC

EPA Region 5 Records Ctr.

282615

SUBJECT- Sherwin-Williams Chemical Company
(Hillsboro, Montgomery County)

Interviewed: Peter Meehan, General Manager

Wastewater Discharges
Reconnaissance Inspection

On the above dates, I conducted surveys of the Sherwin-Williams plant
site in Hillsboro to determine water pollution potential. The site was pur-
chased by Sherwin-Williams in November 1980 from the Eagle-Picher Company,
reportedly with the understanding that each company would be responsible
for environmental problems arising out of its period of ownership. These
inspections followed several surveys by DLPC personnel; their reports
are attached.

On September 22, Mr. Meehan was questioned concerning wastewater dis-
charges and water drainage from the site. He indicated that there are no
wastewater discharges from the plant. Cooling water from equipment water
jackets is recirculated from a sump near the northeast corner of the furnaces.
No problems were observed with this system.

A brief survey was made of the south portion of the property with Mr. Meehan,
who indicated that drainage from the site was to a small pond near the south
edge of the property. This pond was observed to be stagnant with no apparent
discharge and a high algae content. No samples were collected on this date.

The area to the south and west of the plant contains large amounts of
zinc clinker (ore spoil from the zinc oxide manufacturing process) . A partial
analysis of this material by a consultant for Sherwin-Williams indicated it
to be very high in lead and cadmium. Zinc was not analyzed; nickel, barium,
and arsenic were also higher than adjacent soil. A small area had been used
for dumping of old appliances and building material. The entire area appeared
to have a significant potential for contaminated runoff.

On November 19, the site was revisited in an attempt to locate the pond
sampled by DLPC; this large pond is not visible from the area previously ob-
served nor was it's existence discussed during the previous visit. A sketch
and photographs of the area are attached. Samples were collected upstream and
downstream of the pond; flows were estimated at 1-2 gpm at both locations. The
pond and discharge were orange in color; the sample results (attached) indicate
violations of water quality standards for cadmium, iron, lead, zinc, and copper
both upstream and downstream of the pond (cadmium upstream only, lead downstream
only).

A more complete sampling survey is to be scheduled in the near future; a
letter will be sent to the company following that visit.
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cc: Region V Springfield
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